Peter Lapierre. (d. 1883)

Peter Lapierre was a HBC employee who worked his way from apprentice labourer in
1846 to Trader and Interpreter in 1864-1869 at the Touchwood Hills Post, Swan River
district. He was the son of Louis Lapierre a voyageur and HBC Postmaster. Isaac Cowie
describes Louis as a French-Canadien postmaster after whom Lapierre House on the
Porcupine Branch of the Yukon River was named. Lapierre acted as Cowie’s interpreter
with Loud Voice. Peter married Adelaide Boyer (b. 1826), the daughter of Baptiste Boyer
and Lizette Mainville, in 1849 at Fort Francis. Peter died on November 4, 1883.

Cowie describes him as a “brave, well set up, medium-sized man who loved the
glorious sport of charging after buffalo.”*

Children:

Thomas, born 1851 at Shoal River.

Betsy, born 1857 at Touchwood Hills, married Toussaint Galarneau
Euphrosine, born 1859 at Touchwood Hills.

Marguerite, born 1861 at Shoal River, married Andrew Stephanson.
Catherine, born 1864 on Shoal River.

Adeleine, born 1876 at Swift Current.

Flora, born 1867 at Touchwood Hills.

Theophile, born 1871 at Macdonald Hills.

Daniel, born 1873 at Fort Qu’Appelle, died 1875.

Joseph

Madeleine, born 1880 at Fort Qu’Appelle

Pierre, born 1882 at Fort Qu’Appelle.

This was one of the Métis families arrested at Fort Belknap for hunting in Montana.
November 24, 1878:

November 24: Cypress Mountains, Patrice Breland writes: The news here, although
not very good, because the Buffalos (bison) are very scarce in the neighbourhood,
they are plentiful on the other side of the line along the Milk River, but there is great
inconvenience to go and hunt in that direction because the Americans defend it, they
have made prisoners. Antoine Brillant the elder, Peter Lapierre, Alexander Brillant,
Pierre Labruler, Ambroise Chartrant, Charles Demontigny and Joseph Azure, they
have all been made prisoners with their families. They were arrested at Fort
Belknap, they have been released after 7 or 8 days after, without being fined
provided they don't return and tell folks that other prisoners will be put in gaol for
two years and their horses and carts taken. | have learned that the Teton (Sioux) go
hunting on the other side of the line numbering 300 men. The Teton are not
numerous here. They are about 50 lodges and the Sante about 30 lodges, and the
remainder of the Teton with Sitting Bull are at the Mud house on White River

! Isaac Cowie The Company of Adventurers : A Narrative of Seven Years in the Service of the Hudson's Bay
Company during 1867-1874. Toronto: William Briggs, 1913: 299.



(Utah), I have learned that they are about 1,000 lodges. I think I will go very soon to
trade with these people...

e,

CHAPTER XXXI.
SPRING AND SUMMER, 1873.

Tue Srrive RosH.

WE had a very busy spring in 1873 when our traders, the
hunters and the Indians came in. Besides Mr. McKinlay in
. the office we had in the stores Henry Jordan and George
Drever, both of whom had acquired the Indian tongues and
‘been- promoted to the grade of storesmen in consequence. As
interpreters and traders my old friend Peter La Pierre and
young Alick McEay. were usefully employed also. But the
higgest job was my own in making all the settlements and
‘general arrangements with - the traders and important
customers; also in discussing “affairs of state™ amd oblaining
information bearing upon them from the Metis who thronged
the office by day and.till late at night, during the spring rush.

After that was over, in the interval before the hunters
started for the summe¥ hunt, the dffice became the rendezvous
of leading men among the Metis to make business arrange-
ments and hear and give the néws of the day. While one
would be in my private room arranging his own affairs, those
waiting, after perhaps exhausting other interesting subjects,
would begin, bragging about the merifs of their running
panies, generally ending the dispute in a challenge and a race
on the track across the valley in full view of the forf. There
were also some great tellers of tall stories about hunting and
war among them, and the competition between these was
keen, and, te the audienge, often comical. On the whole, I
think, the one who deserved the palm in pulling the long bow
was Bonace Davis, who had truly distinguished himself in
battle with the Sioux as well as on the hunting field, but, not
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THE COMPANY OF ADVENTURERS

APPOINTMENTS FOR HW.&]:'-:RI?.EE Dierrrcr Oworrit, 1867:

{ Note.—Thoze iIII'.ILI'kEﬂ I:"'] are still 11?!ng}
: CoMustsstonen OFFICERS.

Chief F‘aetar. If.c'-bert Camphell, Fort Pelly, in charge of distriet.
. Chief Trader William McKay (¢), Fort Elllce.

Forr PELLY.

Robq:!—t Campbell, chief factor, .
*William Thomson Smith, clerk, azccountant of distriet, (now
Lomion, Ontario),

*Thomas ‘-!cﬂa.r. postmaster {now 01 Prince Albert).
Willlam Daniel, distrlet guide and Interpreter.

an' FLLICE.
Willlam McEay (c), chief trader.
_ *Walter J. 8. Traill, apprentice c¢lerk (now Kallapel, Montana),
Forr QU'APPELLE,

"‘Archibald MecDonald, elerk (now retired chief Iacto-r near ?au-
Couver).

*Isaac Cowie, apprentice clerk ﬁ‘li'.?inn.tpeg).

John MeNab Ballenden McHay, interpreter. )

*William Kennedy, apprentice Interpreter (Prince Albert).

ToveEwoon HiLos. b

Joseph Finlayson, Iclerk.

Peter La Plerre, Interpreter. )._ . I

Ect LaKE. - |
*Willlam Edward Traill, appremtice clerk (now a retlmd ch!a:
trader, Meskanaw, Sask.).

) EHGAI. Riven

Adam MecBeath, clerk. :

*Angus MeBeath, postmaster (now o pensfoned elerk), Kildonan,
Warerney Rives

*Alexander Munro, Interpreter (now a pepsioned. clerk, Mini-
tonas). '

FaTRwoRd,
_*Donaid McDonald, interpreter (now clerk in charge there).
- oy 190 w0 .
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THE COMPANY OF ADVENTURERS

fed on the previous day, had heralded our approach when
they had sneaked into eamp during the night.
Under the tamultuous escort of these bronze-hodied war-
riors, stripped to the breech-clout and prepared for fight,
- surrpunding us on front. flank and rear, we reached and en-
tered the camp, where am excited crowd of men, women and
- children greeted vs. But the whole camp, was in mourning
for the loss of sixty of the finest young men, who Rad been
glain by the Blackfeet, two days previously, F;J"]_d its popula-
tien were living in the midst of alarms. ‘The supply of
arms and ammunition, sorely wanted for defence, and that
ofilea and tobaceo, craved for solace in their grief, which we
brought, were gladly weleomed; while the puncheon .of fire-
w:ite;,- imported by Zenith, was hailed with jé’n}rful anticipa-
tion' of a grand spree to come. ) _
Unfortunately. for me, Jerry had been permitted to depart
with his earts, all heavily laden, about a week before, and
had taken a different route to the wavering one we had fol-
lowed.  However, after we had passed through the oufer
lines, amidst the seething mob of hlack-haired, brown-bodied
»men,women and children, some in gorgeously colored rai-
- ment and many divested and dishevelled, I descried the dig-
- nified and dandified figure of a gentleman arrayed in the
height_of the mode prevalent amongst Tes Metis Francaice.
The erowd cleared the way for him, and he came up to my
%‘JOIE_E’S' side and introduced himself politely as the Company's
m_terpreter from Touchwood Hills, I was well acquainted
with him by reputation, especially for that of putting on
__style, which—wus--nn‘zmn‘sing trait of an otherwise sterling -
character disguised by it. La Pierre laid me under the first
of the many {riendly obligations which I owe to him and his
memory by telling me that Loud Voicé wished me to put all
my outfit for safe keeping in the Qu’Appelle Orees’ “ warriors’
lodge,” and, after that had been done, by inviting me bo ‘his
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PROUD OF HIS EDUCATION

~own comfortable lodge to have a wash (which T sadl}r needed)
_.&and something fo eat with him.
Accordingly, my carts were unloaded and the goods put
_into the tent of theJQu’Appelle Cree warriors to be guarded -
by them; and, after making them a suitable present ingtea
and tobacco, I aecepte{;l'La Pierre’s kind invitation.

Perer L PIEERE,

His father was the French-Canadian postmaster -after
whom La Pierre’s House, oni: the Porcupine branch of the
Yukon River, was named, and who had died before giving
his son any schnuliﬁ};. But the lad had ambition to become
something above.a mere voyageur, and, despite every diffi-
culty and the sneers and ridicule of hiz fellows, he took every
chance to learn, or rather to teach himself, reading and writ-
ing in English and arithmetic. -Mastering these-in a very
creditable manner, considéring the want of willing helpers,
he had risen to the grade of interpreter, and could write an™
intelligible letter and keep the accounts of his trading busi-
ness quite well.  Of these accomplishmentsy so unuosnal at
that time amongst his countrymen, in which he had so per-
severingly educated himself, he was naturally proud, and this,
combined with his love of display, made him the envy of
many detractors. He was a brave, well sef-up, medium-gized
man, who loved the glorious sport of -charging after buffals,
in which he informed me that he took even greater-delight
than *in reading and writing and keeping accounts.” In -
this; he took me much by surprise, for I had never dreamed
that “ keeping accounts ™ ecould be a fascinating delight to
any normal being.

He led to a large lodge, highly decorated.gutside with
Indian totems and devices, supposed to represent, in eolors,
hunting, horse-stealing, and battle scenes. Inside, all around
the sides. were, similarly decorated in nadive art, curtains of
dressed buffalo skins, and spread on the grass and rushes
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THE COMPANY OF ADVENTURERS i

covering the floor were couches of many folds nflf m'hﬁs; over
which, in his own place, were a number of bright, Yarious-
colored and siriped blankets, besides many downy pillows
covered with brilliant chintz, or turkey red cotton. .
Divesting himsell of his fine blue cloth, brass-buttoned

capote, he ordered a wash basin, scented soap and towel o
be set before him. After_ using thoﬁe*i’hr‘l dres;-mg his long
eurly hair carefully, he put on a light ]1ntm";ai3ket and ordered
the table-to be laid. --The table was without legs, being
merely a t_m_-a::d,-ub&u!, four by four feet, hinged in the middle
g0 as to fold up, and nicely painted in different eolors, with
rays from the centre representing the sun. The handsome.
wife of Baptiste Bourassa, his second in command, managed

. the ménage, and set before us dainty dishes of luscious buffalo-
meat and friend doughnuts, to which I did full justice, and we
washed all down with tea and the luxury of sugar. I felt,
in my fravel-stained flannel shirt and trousers, guite out of
place amid such elegant surroundings, but none the less did
I enjoy the change from the unpretentious cookery of Whit- -
ford and The Ten, and the contrast hetween the soft couches
of the mosquito-free 1odge and my lay-out on the journey on |
mother earth under the tail-end of a cart, with venomous
mosquitoes rushing in the moment the smoke of the smudge
was wafted to one side. The number of fires and smundges

, freed that camp from the pestilential mosquitoes, ubiquitons
outside.

PEE- WA-RAY-WIN-IN, Pm:}rmn PURVEYOR TO THE QUEEN

We were exchanging information and enjoying a smoke
after the repast, when an Indian, who had evidently already
visited The Man in the Zenith, and whose hair and paint.
showed that he was in mourning, came in and began harangu-_
:ng La Pierre m tones of irritation. La. Pierre evidently
tried to soothe the savage breast, but did not suceeed uniil
he had given Pee- wa—]oag, -win-in a striped cotfon shirt -and

300

Lapierre house (1846) stopping point between fort McPherson and fort Yukon named
after Louis Lapierre.
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