
Peter Lapierre. (d. 1883) 
 
Peter Lapierre was a HBC employee who worked his way from apprentice labourer in 
1846 to Trader and Interpreter in 1864-1869 at the Touchwood Hills Post, Swan River 
district. He was the son of Louis Lapierre a voyageur and HBC Postmaster. Isaac Cowie 
describes Louis as a French-Canadien postmaster after whom Lapierre House on the 
Porcupine Branch of the Yukon River was named. Lapierre acted as Cowie’s interpreter 
with Loud Voice. Peter married Adelaide Boyer (b. 1826), the daughter of Baptiste Boyer 
and Lizette Mainville, in 1849 at Fort Francis. Peter died on November 4, 1883. 

Cowie describes him as a “brave, well set up, medium-sized man who loved the 
glorious sport of charging after buffalo.”1   
 
Children: 
 

• Thomas, born 1851 at Shoal River. 
• Betsy, born 1857 at Touchwood Hills, married Toussaint Galarneau 
• Euphrosine, born 1859 at Touchwood Hills. 
• Marguerite, born 1861 at Shoal River, married Andrew Stephanson. 
• Catherine, born 1864 on Shoal River. 
• Adeleine, born 1876 at Swift Current. 
• Flora, born 1867 at Touchwood Hills. 
• Theophile, born 1871 at Macdonald Hills. 
• Daniel, born 1873 at Fort Qu’Appelle, died 1875. 
• Joseph 
• Madeleine, born 1880 at Fort Qu’Appelle 
• Pierre, born 1882 at Fort Qu’Appelle. 

 
This was one of the Métis families arrested at Fort Belknap for hunting in Montana. 

November 24, 1878:  
 

November 24:  Cypress Mountains, Patrice Breland writes: The news here, although 
not very good, because the Buffalos (bison) are very scarce in the neighbourhood, 
they are plentiful on the other side of the line along the Milk River, but there is great 
inconvenience to go and hunt in that direction because the Americans defend it, they 
have made prisoners.  Antoine Brillant the elder, Peter Lapierre, Alexander Brillant, 
Pierre Labruler, Ambroise Chartrant, Charles Demontigny and Joseph Azure, they 
have all been made prisoners with their families.  They were arrested at Fort 
Belknap, they have been released after 7 or 8 days after, without being fined 
provided they don't return and tell folks that other prisoners will be put in gaol for 
two years and their horses and carts taken.  I have learned that the Teton (Sioux) go 
hunting on the other side of the line numbering 300 men.  The Teton are not 
numerous here.  They are about 50 lodges and the Sante about 30 lodges, and the 
remainder of the Teton with Sitting Bull are at the Mud house on White River 

                                                 
1 Isaac Cowie The Company of Adventurers : A Narrative of Seven Years in the Service of the Hudson's Bay 
Company during 1867-1874. Toronto: William Briggs, 1913: 299. 



(Utah), I have learned that they are about 1,000 lodges.  I think I will go very soon to 
trade with these people...   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 



 



 



 
Lapierre house (1846) stopping point between fort McPherson and fort Yukon named 
after Louis Lapierre. 
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